DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
Mr. Gwatkin was 'agitated and very silent' but from his reluctant
indications Dr. Masarjik 'gathered that a plan was already pre-
pared in broad outline and was much worse than the Franco-
British proposals'. Dr. Masarjik directed Mr. Gwatkin's attention
to the 'domestic, economic and financial consequences of such a
plan*. Mr, Gwatkin thought that Dr. Masarjik did not realize 'the
difficult position of the Western Powers* and the difficulties of
negotiating with Hitler* He then returned to the conference.
At 10 p.m. Dr. Masarjik and his companion, the Czechoslovak
Minister in Berlin, Dr. Mastny, were led to the room occupied by
the Chief Economic Adviser, There, *in the presence of Mr.
Gwatkin and at the wish of Mr* Chamberlain', Sir Horace Wilson
handed them a map on which the areas were outlined which were
immediately to be occupied* To Dr. Masarjik's objections 'he
replied twice, formally, that he had nothing to add to his state-
ments, He paid no attention to our remarks about towns and
districts that were important for us. He then left the room.'
Dr. Masarjik and Dr, Mastny continued to plead and argue
with Mr. Gwatkin.
As he again began to speak of the difficulties which had
revealed themselves in negotiating with Hitler I said that all
depended on the readiness of the Western Powers. Mr*
Gwatkin answered in a solemn tone: *If you do not accept
you will have to settle your affairs with Germany quite
alone. Perhaps the French will tell you this in a pleasanter
form, but believe me they share our wish *»„ they disinterest
themselves.*
At 1.30 a.m., Dr. Masarjik and Dn Mastny were led into the
conference room, where Chamberlain, Daladier, Wilson, L£ger
and Gwatkin awaited them.
The atmosphere was oppressive* The verdict was to be
pronounced. The Frenchmen, visibly agitated, seemed to be
thinking about the effect on French prestige. Mr. Chamber-
lain, in a long introduction, mentioned the agreement that
was to be reached and handed Dr. Mastny the text, so that he
might read it aloud ... Mr. Chamberlain showed that he
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